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Proposed Mount Isa City Council Local Heritage Register
The following is a list of the 23 places proposed to be entered onto the Mount Isa Local Heritage
Register.
Please click the Place Name and refer to individual Place Cards for more information.
Local Place IN.
No.

Place Name

1

Bower Bird Battery

2
3

Camooweal
Cemetery
Casa Grande

4

City Lookout

5

Civic Centre
Complex
Community Hall,
Camooweal
Former Underground
Hospital, Mount Isa
Frank Ashton
Underground
Museum
Freckelton’s Store

6
7
8

9

On Queensland
State Heritage
Register(QHR)*
Yes. QHR Place
ID. No. 601863

No.
Yes. QHR Place
No. 601094
No.

No.
Yes. QHR Place
ID. No. 600740
Yes. QHR Place
ID. No. 601102
No.

10

Hodgekinson’s
Marked Tree

Yes. QHR Place
ID. No. 600739
Yes. QHR Place
ID. No. 600741

11 Intentionally
Removed
12

Isa Street Bridge

No.

John Campbell Miles
Monument

No.

13

Kruttschnitt Park

No.

14

Lake Moondarra

No.

15

No.

21

Mount Isa Central
School
Mount Isa Mine Early
Infrastructure
Mount Isa Sunset
Memorial Cemetery
Mount Isa Telephone
Exchange
St James’ Anglican
Church
St Joseph’s Church
and School (former)
Tent House

22

The Old Cemetery

16
17
18
19
20

Yes. QHR Place
ID. No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
Yes. QHR Place
ID. No. 600742
No.

Address / Location

Title Details

Reason(s) /
Criteria Met**

Via Calton Hils
Station, close to
Lake Julius, Mount
Isa
Cemetery Road,
Camooweal
Nettle Street,
Mount Isa
Hilary Street,
Mount Isa

8TG35

A, B, C, D

11WO9

A, C, E, G

7SP128450

A, D, E, G, H

1CP854048,
29USL47890,
29CP85404
14RD273

E, G

401C3931

A, D, E, G,

7M7587

A, B, C, D

2M758220

F, G

23-33 West Street,
Mount Isa
Barkly Street,
Camooweal
Joan Street, Mount
Isa
Shackleton Street,
Mount Isa
Barkly Street,
Camooweal
Rockland Station,
North of
Camooweal
Isa Street, Mount
isa
Corner of Miles and
Rodeo Drive,
Mount Isa
Corner of Fourth
Avenue and Isa
Street, Mount Isa
Moondarra Drive,
Mount Isa
49 Miles Street,
Mount Isa
Mount Isa Mine
Lease, Mount Isa
Sunset Drive,
Mount Isa
Isa Street, Mount
Isa
Railway Avenue,
Mount Isa
2-10 Church Street,
Mount Isa
Camooweal Street

301c3931

A, D, G

A, D, E, G

12CP843242

A, H

56RD104

A, G

Road Reserve

A, E, G, H

41USL47855,
2MPH21956,
1MPH21956
AAP20231,
ASP128453,
90SP128452
1SP159001

A, B, D, G

7SP128450

A, B, C, G

95SP134707

A, C, G

35RP719363,
45RP727010
1SP225558

A, D

1MPH7978

A, E, G

7M7587

A, B, D, F, G

A, B, E, G

A, B, D

A, E, G

Off Activity Road,
48RD148
A, C, E
Mount Isa
23
Tree of Knowledge
Yes. QHR Place
Barkly Highway,
21SP135293
A, G
ID. No. 600738
Camooweal
*For more information on local heritage places that are on the Queensland State Heritage Register, please visit the Department
of Natural Resources and Mines website at https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/land/heritage/register
**Please see criteria listed on page 2.

The reason(s) for the proposed entry of each place is that they have been assessed as meeting one
or more the following criteria:
A. The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern in the region’s history.
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B. The place demonstrates rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of the region’s cultural
heritage.
C. The place has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the
region’s history.
D. The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a particular class of
cultural places for the region.
E. The place is important to the region because of its aesthetic significance.
F. The place is most important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical
achievement at a particular period for the region.
G. The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for
social, cultural or spiritual reasons important to the region.
H. The place has a special association with the loft or work of a particular person, group or
organisations of importance in the region’s history.
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Bower Bird Battery - ID:1
AHC Category

Archaeological

Historic

Landscape

Heritage Significance

A

Other Names

N/A

Address/Location

Via Calton Hills Station, close to Lake Julius

Title Details /(GPS)

8TG35

Place Category

Mining and Mineral Processing

Historical Context

Refer to QHR Place ID Number 601863

Physical Description

Refer to QHR Place ID Number 601863

Integrity

N/A

Listings

Indigenous

Easting

Criteria

Mount Isa
N/A

Northing

QLD Heritage Register

A

C

D

E

F

G

H

Description
The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the region’s
history.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 601863

B
Condition

Register of the
National Estate

N/A

B

Photo Courtesy of DERM

QLD National Trust

N/A

The place demonstrates rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of the region’s
cultural heritage.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 601863
Other

C

The place has potential to yield information that will contribute to an
understanding of the region’s history.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 601863
Inspection Date
References

/

/

Department of Environment and Resource Management Cultural Heritage Inventory
Management System.
Department of Environment and Resource Management Reported Places.

D

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a
particular class of cultural places important to the region.

Photo Courtesy of DERM

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 601863

Historical Theme(s)
Exploiting, utilising and transforming the land
exploiting natural resources
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Camooweal Cemetery - ID:2
AHC Category

Archaeological

Historic

Indigenous

Landscape

A

Other Names

N/A

Address/Location

Cemetery Road

Title Details /(GPS)

11WO9

Place Category

Burial Ground

Historical Context

European settlers moved into the Camooweal area in the late 1860s after the initial
exploration by William Landsborough. On 1 October 1883 residents of the Barkly Tablelands
sent a petition to the Hon. Minister for Lands in Brisbane requesting ‘that he reserved a
portion of land for a township on Lake Frances situated about six miles below Rockland
Station at the junction of the main road down the Georgina River and the road turning off
into the Northern Territory of South Australia’. In December 1883 a reserve of four square
miles was set aside and gazetted as township. This reserve was relocated to the present
location and regazetted in August 1884.
By the early 1890s Camooweal had developed into a town servicing the pastoral industry of
the area. There was a customs post, telegraph and post facilities, courthouse, police station
and school as well as two hotels and a number of services and stores.
It is unclear when the cemetery was established. The earliest date found on a headstone is
1908 but death notices in The Queenslander date back to 1887, potentially dating the
cemetery from this time.

Physical Description

Integrity

Criteria

Camooweal
Easting

N/A

Northing

N/A

Camooweal Cemetery is located to the north-east of the town adjacent to the Camooweal
Airport and comprises 2.15 ha of fenced land. Access is via Cemetery Road off the Barkly
Highway at the eastern end of town. The terrain is flat with stony red ground partly covered
with native grass and small scrubs. Along the northern boundary are a variety of trees and
shrubs.
Some graves are marked with headstones, but the majority are identified only by metal grave
markers attached to a concrete base. A number of graves are surrounded with metal fencing
and railings and there is also an iron bedstead over one grave. Several gravesites are covered
by concrete slab. The entrance is denoted by a steel gate and lintel with the words
'CEMETERY' affixed.
Good

Listings

Register of the
National Estate

Heritage Significance

Condition
QLD Heritage Register

QLD National Trust

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

Description
The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the region’s
history.

Statement The Camooweal Cemetery reflects the settlement of the region from at

least 1908 to the present day.

C

The place has potential to yield information that will contribute to an
understanding of the region’s history.

Statement The Camooweal Cemetery has the potential to yield information that

will contribute to an understanding of the region's history.

E

The place is important to the region because of its aesthetic significance

Statement The Camooweal Cemetery possesses evocative qualities of the harsh and

simple life of early settlers through its setting in a red stony landscape
on the fringe of the town.

G

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or
cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons important to the region.

Statement The cemetery is significant for its high spiritual and symbolic value to

the community because of its continuity of use as a burial place for the
region for more than one hundred years.

Fair
Other

Inspection Date

29/11/2011

References

Department of Environment and Resource Management Cultural Heritage Inventory
Management System, Place ID 600738.
Miller, Lilian Ada, The Border and Beyond, Camooweal, QLD, 1999.
The Queenslander, Saturday 23 April 1887, 657-8.

Historical Theme(s)
Exploiting, utilising and transforming the land
pastoral activities
Peopling Places
family and marking the phases of life
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Casa Grande - ID:3
AHC Category

Archaeological

Historic

N/A

Address/Location

Nettle Street

Title Details /(GPS)

7SP128450

Place Category

Residential

Historical Context

Refer to QHR Place ID Number 601094

Physical Description

Refer to QHR Place ID Number 601094

Integrity

N/A
Register of the
National Estate

Landscape

Heritage Significance

A

Other Names

Listings

Indigenous

Criteria

Mount Isa
Easting N/A

Northing

A

C

D

E

F

G

H

Description
The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the region’s
history.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 601094

D
Condition

QLD Heritage Register

N/A

B

QLD National Trust

N/A

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a
particular class of cultural places important to the region.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 601094
Other

E

The place is important to the region because of its aesthetic significance

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 601094
Inspection Date

02/12/2011

References

Department of Environment and Resource Management Cultural Heritage Inventory
Management System.
Department of Environment and Resource Management Reported Places.
National Trust Queensland.
Grimwade, Gordon & Ginn, Geoff & Morton, Geoff, & Atkin, Tony, Mount Isa Mines Pty Ltd:
Cultural Heritage Study: Overview report, Gordon Grimwade & Associates, 1999.
Register of the National Estate.

G

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or
cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons important to the region.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 601094

H

The place has a special association with the life or work of a particular person,
group or organisation of importance in the region’s history.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 601094

Historical Theme(s)
Building settlements, towns, cities and dwellings
planning and forming settlements
dwellings
Exploiting, utilising and transforming the land
exploiting natural resources
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City Lookout - ID:4
AHC Category

Archaeological

Historic

Indigenous

Landscape

A

Other Names

John Campbell Miles Lookout

Address/Location

Hilary Street

Title Details /(GPS)

1CP854048,29USL47890,29CP85404

Place Category

Monuments and Memorials

Historical Context

Shire Chairman George McCoy opened the John Campbell Miles Lookout to the public on 14
May 1967. The lookout offers impressive views over the industrial landscape of Mount Isa
Mines, the dramatic natural landscape of the Selwyn Range and over the city itself. The
signpost pointing to cities all over the world visually locates Mount Isa in context to the
world. The City Lookout quickly became a tourist attraction and has featured widely in
promotions and publications of the city.

Physical Description

The lookout and signpost are located on top of a hill in the centre of town. Access is via a
winding road that ends at a carpark area on a lower level and a walkway to the top level via a
ramp. Adjacent to the carpark is a picnic area with tables and benches. Also located here is a
large watertank. The top level consists of a concreted platform surrounded by metal fencing.
There is also a covered bench seat. Adjacent is a large transmission tower and a small
concrete building. The main feature of the top level is the large white signpost located just
off the centre of the platform.
The signpost consists of a white pole with rectangular white markers with black lettering
pointing in different directions. Each marker names a city and the distance and direction from
the lookout. Mounted on top of the pole is a semi-circular sign displaying positioning details
of Mount Isa.

Integrity

Register of the
National Estate

Criteria

Mount Isa
Easting 361113

Good

Listings

Heritage Significance

Northing

Condition
QLD Heritage Register

QLD National Trust

7714172

E

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

Description
The place is important to the region because of its aesthetic significance

Statement The lookout and the signpost are significant as a Mount Isa landmark. The

white structure on a hill top situated in the centre of town displays
aesthetic value that has been recognised as a tourist destination since its
establishment. The setting includes impressive views over the industrial
landscape of Mount Isa Mines and the dramatic natural landscape of the
Selwyn Range as well as over the city itself and evokes a strong sense of
place of a mining town in Outback Queensland.

G

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or
cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons important to the region.

Statement The lookout and signpost have social value to the Mount Isa community

and its visitors, as a popular place to enjoy the views over the mine, the
city and the Selwyn Range.

Good
Other

Inspection Date

30/11/2011

References

North West Star, 75Years in Mount Isa 1923-1998, North West Star Special Supplement,
Carpentaria Newspaper, 1998.
MIMAG, New Cities Posted, MIM February 1985.

Historical Theme(s)
Creating social and cultural institutions
sport and recreation
Developing secondary and tertiary industries
catering for tourists
Peopling Places
migration from outside and within
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Civic Centre Complex - ID:5
AHC Category

Archaeological

Historic

Indigenous

Landscape

☐

☒

☐

☒

Other Names

Civic Centre, Library

Address/Location

21 -33 West Street

Title Details /(GPS)

14RD273

Place Category

Recreation and Entertainment

Historical Context

In the 1970s business in Mount Isa was booming and the population was steadily growing. The
royal visit of Queen Elizabeth and Prince Phillip in 1970 prompted Mount Isa Mines to donate
$100,000 towards the establishment of the Civic Centre Complex to include a multipurpose
function centre and public library surrounded by a public garden space. The business
community supported the project with $1,000 donations. Mount Isa City Council sponsored an
architect’s competition for the design and planning of the complex, inviting six prominent
firms to submit their plans. The winning entry was from Lund, Hutton, Newell and Paulsen, a
Brisbane firm, and the building was designed by John M. Morton, who also designed the
heritage listed Kinkabool building at Surfers Paradise for Lund, Hutton, Newell and Paulsen.
The contract architect for the project was Shane V Ryan.
The library opened on 26 April 1974 and replaced the first public library building donated by
Mount Isa Mines in 1958. Queensland Premier, Hon. Joh Bjelke-Petersen, officially opened the
Civic Centre as a venue for concerts, theatre, conventions, private functions and art
exhibitions on 9 November of the same year. Members of Mount Isa’s multi-cultural
community attended the ceremony in their national costumes, displaying flags of
twenty-seven nations. The Civic Centre includes artwork by Mount Isa Mines resident artist
Val Pinsker, consisting of two hand-beaten copper wall murals. The building cost for the
entire complex, which was one of the largest of its kind in Outback Queensland, amounted to
$2.6 million. Mount Isa had shed its image of a struggling mining town and developed into the
business, service and administrative centre for the region, a fact that was recognised with
the town receiving city status in 1968. The financial commitment by the community towards
the Civic Centre Complex and the modern design, by a prominent Brisbane architectural firm,
of the complex itself are a tangible expression of the confidence in the growth of the city in
the 1970s.
The complex is situated in the centre of Mount Isa bordering on to the Leichhardt River, West
Street and Marian Street, as well as the Mount Isa City Council administration building. The
complex consists of the Mount Isa Memorial Civic Centre, an amphitheatre, library, carpark
and surrounding park and gardens. The buildings display clear straight geometrical lines.
Materials used are predominantly concrete, glass and copper. The facades show exposed
aggregate concrete panels, a feature mainly used in the 1970s.

Physical Description

The complex is situated in the centre of Mount Isa bordering on to the Leichhardt River, West
Street and Marian Street, as well as the Mount Isa City Council administration building. The
complex consists of the Mount Isa Memorial Civic Centre, an amphitheatre, library, carpark
and surrounding park and gardens. The buildings display clear straight geometrical lines.
Materials used are predominantly concrete, glass and copper. The facades show exposed
aggregate concrete panels, a feature mainly used in the 1970s.

Mount Isa
Easting

N/A

Northing

N/A

Library:
The Library is a rectangular single storey building with three large V-shaped elements with
front and end sides facing West Street and carpark respectively which form the main roof.
These elements are constructed of glass and copper. Access is via the main entrance from
West Street, via a foyer with two sets of glass doors. The word LIBRARY is displayed next to
the doors. The part of the foyer facing West Street shows an integrated shelter with bench
seat. Towards the northern corner is a row of three windows, framed by a concrete
casement. The northern and southern walls each show ten small windows all covered by
metal hoods. The western wall facing the carpark has a loading dock with roller door on the
northern corner.
Civic Centre:
The Civic Centre is a rectangular two-storey building with copper featured in the roof
skirting, doors and also in the interior artwork. Local aggregate and also gravel from the
Leichhardt River were used in the concrete elements of the building, including external
facades. The main entrance is on the south-eastern side featuring large double doors made
from copper. Above the doors is the inscription THE MOUNT ISA MEMORIAL CIVIC CENTRE.
Adjacent to the right side of the door is a lower-level terrace covered by an awning and
separated from the driveway by a concrete wall. Access is via a set of stairs on the right.
Some of the walls in this area are tiled and feature stepped building elements. There is also
another entry into the building via metal double doors. Located on the far right of the
building is another small door. On the northern side of the building is a separately built
amphitheatre with stepped concrete seating facing the stage which is locked by a roller door.
The area underneath the seating is accessed through a metal door facing the carpark. The
western side of the Civic Centre also has a terrace covered by an awning. The upper level on

Mount Isa City Council
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Civic Centre Complex - ID:5
the eastern side consists of covered veranda areas, partly protected by glass. Some walls are
tiled, similar to the lower level. The western side facing the mine also has covered verandas
on the upper level. A broad roof skirting, consisting of flat copper sheeting, runs along the
whole building.
Park and Gardens:
In the front of the complex along West Street are two mature Ghost Gum Trees in a grassed
area, which is separated from the road by a low hedge. Along the south side of Civic Centre
runs a footpath through a mature garden setting to the back of the building.
A U-shaped driveway leads from West Street to the entrance door and past the library back
onto West Street. A large carpark is located to the north of the complex and bordering onto
the river bank. There is a small park area with mature trees in between the carpark and West
Street. There are also a number of trees around the library and the amphitheatre.
Integrity
Listings

Good
Register of the
National Estate

Condition
QLD Heritage Register

QLD National Trust

Fair
Other

Inspection Date

02/12/2011

References

Kirkman, N, Mount Isa : Oasis of the outback, Townsville, Qld. : School of History and
Politics, James Cook University, 1998.
Blainey, Geoffrey, Mines in the Spinifex: the story of Mount Isa Mines, Sydney : Angus and
Robertson, 1987.
http://www.magsq.com.au/01_cms/details.asp?ID=534.
Gibson, L. The Governance of Heritage Significance in Outdoor Cultural Objects in
Queensland, University of Melbourne, 2004.

Historical Theme(s)
Building settlements, towns, cities and dwellings
developing urban services and amenities
Creating social and cultural institutions
cultural activities
Developing secondary and tertiary industries
entertaining for profit

Community Hall, Camooweal - ID:6
AHC Category

Archaeological

Historic

Indigenous

Other Names

Barkly Tablelands Shire Hall, Camooweal Town Hall (1922 section)

Address/Location

Barkly Street

Title Details /(GPS)

401C3931

Place Category

Government Administration

Historical Context

Refer to QHR Place ID Number 600740

Physical Description

Refer to QHR Place ID Number 600740

Integrity

N/A

Listings

Register of the
National Estate

Landscape

A
Criteria

Camooweal
Easting N/A

Northing

N/A

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

Description
The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the region’s
history.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 600740

D
Condition

QLD Heritage Register

Heritage Significance

QLD National Trust

N/A

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a
particular class of cultural places important to the region.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 600740
Other

E

The place is important to the region because of its aesthetic significance

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 600740
Inspection Date

28/11/2011

References

Department of Environment and Resource Management Cultural Heritage Inventory
Management System National
Trust Queensland. Register of
the National Estate.

Historical Theme(s)
Maintaining Order
local government

G

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or
cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons important to the region.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 600740

Former Underground Hospital, Mount Isa - ID:7
AHC Category

Archaeological

Historic

Indigenous

Landscape

Heritage Significance

A
Other Names

N/A

Address/Location

Joan Street

Title Details /(GPS)

7M7587

Place Category

Health and Care Services

Historical Context

Refer to QHR Place ID Number: 601102

Physical Description

Refer to QHR Place ID Number: 601102

Integrity

N/A

Listings

Register of the
National Estate

Criteria
Mount Isa
Easting

N/A

Northing

A

C

D

E

F

G

H

Description
The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the region’s
history.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number: 601102

B
Condition

QLD Heritage Register

N/A

B

QLD National Trust

The place demonstrates rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of the region’s
cultural heritage.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number: 601102

N/A
Other

C

The place has potential to yield information that will contribute to an
understanding of the region’s history.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number: 601102
Inspection Date

01/12/2011

References

Department of Environment and Resource Management Cultural Heritage Inventory
Management System.
Department of Environment and Resource Management Reported Places.
National Trust Queensland.
http://www.mountisa.biz/tourism/museums.php.

Historical Theme(s)
Maintaining Order
defending the country
Providing health & welfare services
health services

D

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a
particular class of cultural places important to the region.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number: 601102

F

The place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical
achievement at a particular period for the region.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number: 601102

G

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or
cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons important to the region.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number: 601102

Image below courtesy of Mount Isa Underground Museum

Frank Aston Underground Museum - ID:8
AHC Category

Archaeological

Historic

Indigenous

Landscape

A

Other Names

Frank Aston Hill

Address/Location

Shackleton St

Title Details /(GPS)

2M758220

Place Category

Recreation and Entertainment

Historical Context

The Frank Aston Underground Museum was established by Rotary under the leadership of
Frank Aston, a Mount Isa businessman and collector of local historic artefacts, with the
mission to preserve the history of the region. The museum was officially opened by Sir James
Foots, Mount Isa Mines Chairman of the Board of Directors, on 19 July 1976. The company
donated $10,000 towards the project. A system of tunnels was drilled into a hill in the centre
of town to create a display area for pastoral and mining equipment as well as other historic
artefacts donated by the public. Mount Isa’s first watertank on top of the hill was converted
into a two-storey display area containing an Aboriginal display of the Lardil people on the
lower level and a social history exhibition on the upper level. For twenty years the museum
was managed and staffed by the Mount Isa Rotary Club until the museum became part of the
Queensland Museum (QM) and was incorporated into the Museum of North Western
Queensland, branch of QM, in 1996. After the closure of the Museum of North Western
Queensland a number of collection items were used in the establishment of the Isa
Experience at the Outback at Isa centre. In following years parts of the Underground Museum
were used by Arilla Paper, a paper-making enterprise. Some redevelopment of the site was
undertaken in 2008.

Criteria

Mount Isa
Easting

N/A

Northing

N/A

Physical Description

The Frank Aston Underground Museum is located in the centre of town and borders on to
Shackleton, Marian and Gray Streets. The site encompasses a small hill with a watertank
situated on top and a flat area at the foot of the hill. There are pathways leading through the
display area which contains large pastoral and mining equipment.
Located on the flat in the north western part are number of buildings, some constructed of
concrete blocks. There is also a rectangular building on metal stumps resembling a tent house
next to an entrance featuring metal gates.
Located on the flat in the south western part is an entrance gate showing two wall segments,
featuring rendered concrete pillars and panels, either side of some metal gates. Behind the
gates is the entrance to the tunnel section of the museum. Further south is a small concrete
toilet block. The site is surrounded by a security mesh fence.
There are two carparks, located on the flat section in either entrance area.

Integrity

Good

Listings

Register of the
National Estate

Condition
QLD Heritage Register

QLD National Trust

Good
Other

Inspection Date

01/12/2011

References

North West Star, 75Years in Mount Isa 1923-1998, North West Star Special Supplement,
Carpentaria Newspaper, 1998.
MIMAG, A Hill Transformed, MIM September 1976.

Historical Theme(s)
Creating social and cultural institutions
organisations and societies
Developing secondary and tertiary industries
catering for tourists

Heritage Significance

G

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

Description
The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or
cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons important to the region.

Statement The Frank Aston Underground Museum has a strong association with the

Rotary Club and the community of Mount Isa.

H

The place has a special association with the life or work of a particular person,
group or organisation of importance in the region’s history.

Statement The Frank Aston Underground Museum has a special association with the

Rotarians of Mount Isa who, under the leadership of Mount Isa business
man Frank Aston, have developed the museum and its collection for the
benefit of the community.

Freckleton's Store - ID:9
AHC Category

Archaeological

Historic

Indigenous

Other Names

Synnot and Co., Synnot, Murray and Scholes

Address/Location

Barkly Street

Title Details /(GPS)

301C3931

Place Category

Retail, Wholesale, Services

Historical Context

Refer to QHR Place ID Number 600739

Physical Description

Refer to QHR Place ID Number 600739

Integrity

N/A

Listings

Register of the
National Estate

Landscape

A
Criteria

Camooweal
Easting

N/A

Northing

N/A

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

Description
The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the region’s
history.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 600739

D
Condition

QLD Heritage Register

Heritage Significance

QLD National Trust

N/A

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a
particular class of cultural places important to the region.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 600739
Other

E

The place is important to the region because of its aesthetic significance

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 600739
Inspection Date

29/11/2011

References

Department of Environment and Resource Management Cultural Heritage Inventory
Management System.
National Trust Queensland.

Historical Theme(s)
Developing secondary and tertiary industries
marketing, retailing and service industries

G

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or
cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons important to the region.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 600739

Hodgkinson's Marked Tree - ID:10
AHC Category

Archaeological

Historic

Coolibah Tree

Address/Location

Rockland Station north of Camooweal

Title Details /(GPS)

12CP843242

Place Category

Exploration/Survey/Early settlement

Historical Context

Refer to QHR Place ID Number 600741

Physical Description

Refer to QHR Place ID Number 600741

Integrity

N/A

Inspection Date
References

Easting

54J 196 918

Northing

QLD Heritage Register

54J 780 2077

H
QLD National Trust

N/A

exploring, surveying and mapping the land

C

D

E

F

G

H

Description
The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the region’s
history.

The place has a special association with the life or work of a particular person,
group or organisation of importance in the region’s history.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 600741
Other

Department of Environment and Resource Management Cultural Heritage Inventory
Management System.
National Trust Queensland.

Exploiting, utilising and transforming the land

A

B

Photo Courtesy of DERM

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 600741

/

Historical Theme(s)

Heritage Significance

Criteria

Camooweal

Condition

Register of the
National Estate

/

Landscape

A

Other Names

Listings

Indigenous

Photo Courtesy of DERM

Isa Street Bridge - ID:11 – Intentionally Removed
AHC Category

Archaeological

Historic

Indigenous

Landscape

A

Other Names

N/A

Address/Location

Isa Street

Title Details /(GPS)

56RD104

Place Category

Transport - Road

Historical Context

With the discovery of the Mount Isa field in 1923 miners working on the leases set up camps
on the western side of the Leichhardt River. The new settlement grew quickly and by 1924
the town, with a population of 350, comprised two stores, a bakery, three boarding houses, a
hall, ambulance, provisional school and two picture theatres. People were either living in
tents or bough sheds. When Mount Isa was surveyed later that year it was decided to move
the township to the other side of the river to allow for expansion of the mining activities and
the construction of the railway. Businesses were established in the surveyed town, but
residents were reluctant to move their homes. With the arrival of the railway in 1929 the
population increased to 3,000 and camps were set up on either side of the river, forming a
distinct ‘Townside’ and ‘Mineside’. When the Leichhardt River flooded, people were left
stranded on either side.
In 1931, the Cloncurry Shire Council announced plans for a bridge linking the town and the
mines. The local Chamber of Commerce provided a census of motor vehicles travelling
between town and mine.
The Isa Street Bridge was officially opened 25 November 1932. Until the opening of the Sir
James Foots Bridge in 1967 Isa Street Bridge was the only bridge in town providing a link
between the Mines and the town. It appears that the bridge has been duplicated more
recently to provide seperated pedestrian crossing, however the date of this undertaking is
unknown.

Criteria

Mount Isa
Easting

N/A

Northing

N/A

Physical Description

Isa Street Bridge is located in the centre of Mount Isa spanning the Leichhardt River.
There is a two lane roadway with kerb at each side as well as a footpath consisting of two
stepped concrete strips on the northern side. This section shows a metal railing. On both ends
of the bridge are two square concrete pillars, one on each side. The bridge consists of a low
level concrete deck constructed on concrete piers. There are two types of piers positioned
side by side; one element consists of a two legged brace shape, supporting the earlier road
bridge and the other T-shaped piers supporting the more recent pedestrian footpath.

Integrity

Fair

Listings

Register of the
National Estate

Condition
QLD Heritage Register

QLD National Trust

Fair
Other

Inspection Date

11/10/2011

References

Department of Environment and Resource Management Reported Places.
Kirkman, N, Mount Isa : Oasis of the outback, Townsville, Qld. : School of History and
Politics, James Cook University, 1998.
North West Star, 75 Years in Mount Isa 1923-1998, Carpentaria Newspaper.

Historical Theme(s)
Moving goods, people and information
using motor vehicles

Heritage Significance

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

Description
The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the region’s
history.

Statement The Isa Street Bridge is important in demonstrating the evolution of the

region's history, in particular linking Townside and Mineside and the
importance of this link to the residents of Mount Isa.

G

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or
cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons important to the region.

Statement The Isa Street Bridge has a strong association with the Mount Isa

community, as the bridge is an important transport link for residents
demonstrated through its continuous use since construction.

John Campbell Miles Monument - ID:12
AHC Category

Archaeological

Historic

Indigenous

Landscape

A

Other Names

N/A

Address/Location

Cnr Miles Street and Rodeo Drive

Title Details /(GPS)

Road Reserve

Place Category

Monuments and Memorials

Historical Context

John Campbell Miles was born on 5 May 1883 in Melbourne. He started work with a bootmaker
aged twelve and later worked as a farm-hand. In 1907 he worked underground at Broken Hills
before riding his bicycle 2494km to the Oaks alluvial goldfield in North Queensland. On finding
the ground fully pegged he prospected on the Etheridge field, again with no luck. Over the
next decade he worked on the railway, on stations, cut sugar-cane and went fossicking. On
his way to the Northern Territory in February 1923 Miles noticed mineralised outcrops while
camping at the Leichhardt River, 9.6km below Lagoon Creek. Using a shoeing hammer he
collected some samples which were identified by the Government Assayer in Cloncurry as
lead carbonate containing 49-73 % lead with rich silver contents. Miles, together with Bill
Simpson, pegged three areas around the original find site which became known as Black Star
and Racecourse leases. Six months later the field was named Mount Isa by which time the
options over most of the field, including Miles’ and Simpson’s leases, had passed onto William
Corbould and Douglas MacGilvray.
John Campbell Miles, who is regarded as the founder of Mount Isa, died in Melbourne on 4
December 1965. His ashes were buried beneath the John Campbell Miles Memorial Clock
Tower in Miles Street in August 1968. The memorial was conceived and constructed by the
Mount Isa Chamber of Commerce at a cost of $13,000 to ‘honour the man who discovered
Mount Isa’.
In 2007 the memorial monument was refurbished, with the four town clock faces, originally
located in the top part of the structure, replaced with stained glass panels depicting aspects
of Mount Isa’s heritage and culture. In 2011 a petition signed by 1,238 residents of Mount Isa
requested the reinstallation of John Campbell Miles Memorial Clock to the monument.

Criteria

Mount Isa
Easting

N/A

Northing

N/A

Physical Description

The memorial is located in Miles Street in the centre of town on a concrete platform on the
median strip framed by railing. The memorial monument consists of four tall upright beams
with rectangular profile which are joined near the top. Located in the centre are three
cylindrical elements consisting of a number of rectangular plates showing abstract
multi-coloured reliefs. The monument is fitted with spotlights to illuminate the middle
elements. On top of the monument is a cubic element with four stained glass panels depicting
mining, Aboriginal and rodeo scenes as well as the Mount Isa City Council logo. In front of the
structure itself is a large boulder and some interpretive signage.

Integrity

Fair

Listings

Register of the
National Estate

Condition
QLD Heritage Register

QLD National Trust

Good
Other

Inspection Date

02/12/2011

References

Department of Environment and Resource Management Reported Places.
http://monumentaustralia.org.au/search.
Kennedy, K. H., 'Miles, John Campbell (1883–1965)', Australian Dictionary of Biography,
National Centre of Biography, Australian National University,
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/miles-john-campbell-7575/text13223, accessed 11 January
2012.
http://www.mountisa.qld.gov.au/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=b84b1eec-e78c-4091-ae
05-86be4e1d21c8&groupId=311561.

Historical Theme(s)
Exploiting, utilising and transforming the land
exploiting natural resources

Heritage Significance

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

Description
The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the region’s
history.

Statement The John Campbell Miles Monument is significant as it reflects the

importance of the discovery of the Mount Isa Mineral Field for the
region.

E

The place is important to the region because of its aesthetic significance

Statement The John Campbell Miles Monument has landmark qualities.

G

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or
cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons important to the region.

Statement The John Campbell Miles Monument has a strong association with the

community of Mount Isa, reflected in particular by the 2011 petition to
re-instate the clock.

H

The place has a special association with the life or work of a particular person,
group or organisation of importance in the region’s history.

Statement The John Campbell Miles Monument has a special association with John

Campbell Miles, who discovered the Mount Isa Mineral Field.

Kruttschnitt Park - ID:13
AHC Category

Archaeological

Historic

Indigenous

Landscape

Heritage Significance

A

Other Names

Mines Recreation Area, Mount Isa Memorial Pool

Address/Location

Fourth Avenue / Isa Street

Title Details /(GPS)

41USL47855,2MPH21956,1MPH21956

Place Category

Recreation and Entertainment

Historical Context

On request from the community, Mount Isa Mines (MIM) supplied land, financial and
administrative assistance ‘to provide healthy recreational facilities for all members of the
community’. A grassed oval was established by mostly volunteer work by late 1935, followed
by Mount Isa’s first cricket pitch and bowling green in 1937. MIM also contributed £800 for
‘buildings, fences and conveniences’. The interims Board of Trustees of the Mines Recreation
Area, established in 1935, was replaced by an official seven member Board in 1936 to oversee
the running of Mines Recreation Area and liaise with sporting clubs and organisations using
the facilities. A small rental fee was charged to support maintenance costs with schools being
exempt.
The traditional Christmas Tree was initiated in 1934 by Julius Kruttschnitt, MIM Director from
1930-67, and provided every child to the age of ten with a gift. This annual event was first
held at the Band Rotunda on Mineside and later the Christmas Tree celebrations were
relocated to Kruttschnitt Park.
On New Year’s Eve 1949 the Mount Isa Memorial Pool was officially opened, ‘dedicated to the
memory of those employees of the company and citizens of Mount Isa who gave their lives in
the defence of their country’. The idea for an Olympic size swimming pool within the Mines
Recreation Area had been contemplated by MIM since the late 1930s and now the community
received ‘an amenity that is not enjoyed by people in many places throughout Australia’. In
1953 the Mines Recreation Area, now incorporating the swimming pool, sports oval, tennis
courts and bowling green, was renamed Kruttschnitt Park in honour of Julius Kruttschnitt,
who had supported sporting and recreational facilities in the city.

Criteria
Easting

N/A

Northing

N/A

Physical Description

Kruttschnitt Park is located in Parkside and borders onto Isa Street, Fourth Avenue and Church
Street. The complex includes the aquatic centre in the northeast, the sports oval in the
southeast, a new playground in the southwest and a skate park in the northwest. The
entrance from Isa Street features two large square columns with stepped top and metal
ornaments. Between the columns spans a wrought iron rounded panel displaying
KRUTTSCHNITT PARK in ornamental lettering.

Integrity

Fair

Listings

Register of the
National Estate

Condition
QLD Heritage Register

QLD National Trust

Good
Other

Inspection Date

11/10/2011

References

Kirkman, N, Mount Isa : Oasis of the outback, Townsville, Qld. : School of History and
Politics, James Cook University, 1998.
Drynan, M. The History of Mount Isa, 1982.
MIMAG Magazine, From Snow to Sunny Beach, Mount Isa Mines, December 1976.
North West Star, 75 Years in Mount Isa 1923-1998, North West Star Special Supplement,
Carpentaria Newspaper, 1998.
http://www.qldwarmemorials.com.au/pages/MemoDet.aspx?Memorial=Mount%20Isa%20Mines
%20Memorial.

Historical Theme(s)

Creating social and cultural institutions
sport and recreation
cultural activities

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

Mount Isa

A

Description
The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the region’s
history.

Statement Kruttschnitt Park is important in demonstrating the integral role of

Mount Isa Mines in the establishment of community facilities in a mining
town, establishing a clear relationship between the mine and town.

B

The place demonstrates rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of the region’s
cultural heritage.

Statement Kruttschnitt Park is significant as it demonstrates the role of Mount Isa

Mines in providing healthy recreational facilities for all members of the
community from the 1930s.

D

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a
particular class of cultural places important to the region.

Statement Kruttschnitt Park is significant as it demonstrates the principal

characteristics of a community sporting oval and related sporting
infrastructure.

G

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or
cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons important to the region.

Statement Kruttschnitt Park has a strong association with the community of Mount

Isa, who called for assistance from Mount Isa Mines to build the facilities
in the early days of the town. Since its establishment Kruttschnitt Park
has been used continuously for sporting events and the park has also
been the venue for social gatherings like the Christmas Tree
celebrations. The pool is dedicated to the memory of citizens and
employees of Mount Isa who lost their lives in the war.

Lake Moondarra - ID:14
AHC Category

Archaeological

Historic

Indigenous

Landscape

A

Other Names

Leichhardt Dam

Address/Location

Moondarra Drive (Leichhardt River Road)

Title Details /(GPS)

AAP20231,ASP128453,90SP128452

Place Category

Utilities - Water supply

Historical Context

Increasing industrial development and the growing population of Mount Isa after World War II
led to serious problems in regards to securing a reliable source for the supply of water. In an
attempt to resolve this issue Mount Isa Mines (MIM) embarked on ‘an ambitious project’ to
dam the Leichhardt River sixteen kilometres north of Mount Isa at the junction with Spring
Creek. Construction of the dam, later named ‘Lake Moondarra’ by local school children, was
finished in 1958 after some delays due to seasonal rains in December 1956 when flood waters
severely damaged the partially completed wall. The project, which had been started in 1956
by Utah Construction, an American company, was completed by Australian firm Thiess
Brothers at a cost of $2.4 million, making it the largest non-Government funded water
scheme in Australia at the time. On completion Lake Moondarra had a storage capacity of 107
gigalitres, held back by a 26.5 metre concrete-faced wall.
The potential of the lake as a recreational facility was recognised from an early stage and
MIM established a Board of Management to oversee the development of a Dam Recreation
Area excised by the company. Several boating clubs were established with the Leichhardt
Boating Association being in charge of inspection and registration of boats from 1959. The
Mount Isa Yacht Club followed in 1960 with large yachts and catamarans, some built in local
backyards, being popular. Waterskiing was another favourite sport, represented by the Mount
Isa Water Ski Club, which was also formed in early 1960. MIM and Thiess Brothers created a
sandy beach at Transport Bay by late 1960, complete with buoyed off swimming area and
patrolled by the Life-Saving Club. The Dam Recreational Area was declared a wildlife
sanctuary and supervised by a caretaker. In 1968, Clear Water Lagoon, located in the
southern end of the lake, was partitioned off from Lake Moondarra as a protected reservoir to
ensure water quality standards during the wet season through a natural filtration process.

Physical Description

Integrity

Criteria

Mount Isa

Easting N/A

Northing

N/A

Lake Moondarra is located sixteen kilometres north of the city on the Leichhardt River and
access is via a sealed road. The area consists of rugged bushland with rocky hills and sparse
vegetation.
Dam wall
In the northeast is the concrete dam wall, measuring approximately 280m across at the top
and 26.5m in height, with the spillway adjoining to the north. There is a walkway across the
top of the wall.
Lookout
The Lookout is located near the southern end of the dam wall and provides 360 degree views
over the area. There is a small round shelter on a hill with access via a set of stairs as well as
some interpretative signage.
Recreational areas
There are several recreational areas on the shore line as well as near the bottom of the dam
wall.
Warina Park is situated close to the foot of the dam wall and consists of a grassed area with a
number of Ghost Gums and other, mostly native, vegetation. There is also a toilet block,
BBQs and a children’s playground. Transport Bay recreational area is located in the east on
the shore of the lake and provides a grassed area with some Paperbark trees and a single,
large palm tree as well as concrete walkways, BBQ shelters and a rectangular concrete
building with corrugated iron roof and annex. A sign on the roof reads THE NORTH WEST
CANOE CLUB. The northern part of the building incorporates a toilet block. A small distance
to the southwest from Transport Bay is a boat ramp and recreational area with toilet facilities
and BBQ area at Blackrock. There are further picnic areas and shelters located along the
shore. Close to the entrance to the Lake Moondarra recreational area is the Wallaby Walk, a
walking track.
Good

Listings

Register of the
National Estate

Condition
QLD Heritage Register

QLD National Trust

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

Description
The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the region’s
history.

Statement Lake Moondarra is important in demonstrating the importance of the

mining industry for the development of Mount Isa, incorporating a need
for a reliable water supply.

B

The place demonstrates rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of the region’s
cultural heritage.

Statement Lake Moondarra is significant in providing tangible historical evidence of

Mount Isa Mines' surrogate municipal role in providing infrastructure to
the community by constructing and financing the water supply for the
town at substantial cost without government funds.

E

The place is important to the region because of its aesthetic significance

Statement Lake Moondarra has aesthetic significance in providing spectacular views

over the lake and the Leichhardt River valley. The place displays
evocative qualities generated by the strong visual impact through the
juxtaposition of the rugged and arid landscape and the expanse of the
lake.

G

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or
cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons important to the region.

Statement Lake Moondarra has a strong association with the Mount Isa community

demonstrated by the continuous recreational use since its construction.

Good
Other

Inspection Date

01/12/2011

References

Kirkman, N, 1998, Mount Isa: Oasis of the outback, Townsville, James Cook University.
Southern Gulf Catchments & Mount Isa Water Board, Information panel at Lake Moondarra.
Xstrata Mount Isa Mines, Mount Isa – Proudly celebrating 85 years of commerce and
community. Mount Isa – A journey from 1924 – 2009, Xstrata Mount Isa Mines Community
Relations department, 2009.
http://www.mountisawater.qld.gov.au/water-supply-clearwater.php.

Mount Isa City Council

Heritage Significance

Local Heritage Register

Lake Moondarra - ID:14
Historical Theme(s)
Building settlements, towns, cities and dwellings
developing urban services and amenities
Creating social and cultural institutions
sport and recreation
Exploiting, utilising and transforming the land
managing water

Mount Isa City Council

Local Heritage Register

Mount Isa Central State School - ID:15
AHC Category

Archaeological

Historic

Indigenous

Landscape

A

Other Names

Central State School

Address/Location

49 Miles Street

Title Details /(GPS)

1SP159001

Place Category

Education, Research, Scientific Facility

Historical Context

In mid 1924, the developing township of Mount Isa included eighteen school-aged children and
on request by the parents the Education Department approved a provisional school on
condition that the parents built the school without cost to the department. The building,
constructed by local blacksmith Charlie Leonard and opened on 28 July 1924, was ‘a structure
of gidgee uprights with an iron roof, hessian walls and a ground floor’ as described by the first
teacher John Skene. Requests by the Chamber of Commerce in late 1924 for a more
permanent building on the newly surveyed school reserve site were dismissed until ‘the
permanency of the place (Mount Isa) is established’ to warrant the expenditure. In January
1926 the first permanent school building, the Town School, was opened on the school reserve,
constructed on high blocks allowing for a shaded play area underneath and providing room for
forty pupils. By 1929 the school was catering for 109 pupils and prompted the Department of
Education to import a wing from the school from the abandoned mining town of Kuridala. In
1930, a married teacher’s residence was constructed at one corner of the school grounds. By
the early 1930s, the school facilities proved inadequate, with 300 students enrolled in 1931.
Illustrating the significance of the mine, one third of the pupils lived on Mineside. To ease
overcrowding the Education Department build a new state school on Mineside, which opened
in May 1932. In 1965 Town School was renamed Mount Isa State School and then renamed
Mount Isa Central State School a year later.
The Mount Isa Central State School was expanded as the student population grew and a
building for the District Office was established in the school grounds in 1993.

Criteria

Mount Isa
Easting

N/A

Northing

N/A

Physical Description

Mount Isa Central State School is a P-7 school located on a city block, bordering on to Miles,
West, May and Grace Streets. The fenced complex consists of a number of school buildings of
varying sizes and construction periods, school teacher’s residence, administration building,
sports and playgrounds. There are a number of mature trees on the site, particularly in the
middle section of the northern area, as well as along Miles Street in the southern section of
the site and in between the buildings. The majority of buildings are located in the southern
part, mainly along Miles Street. The main school entrance is also located there.
These buildings are generally timber structures with corrugated iron gable roof and feature
side verandas. The Administration and staff room, complete with their verandas are
understood to have been re-located from Kurindala in 1924. Separated from the main school
buildings by a sports ground is the Teacher’s residence on the north-eastern corner. It
consists of a single storey timber structure on high stumps with hipped corrugated iron roof.

Integrity

Fair

Listings

Register of the
National Estate

Heritage Significance

Condition
QLD Heritage Register

QLD National Trust

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

Description
The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the region’s
history.

Statement Mount Isa Central State School is important in demonstrating the

development of the region following the opening of Mount Isa Mines.

B

The place demonstrates rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of the region’s
cultural heritage.

Statement Mount Isa Central State School is important in demonstrating the

formerly common practice in Mount Isa to relocate disused buildings
from abandoned mine sites in the area.

D

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a
particular class of cultural places important to the region.

Statement Mount Isa Central State School is important in demonstrating the

principle characteristics of a public school complex.

Good
Other

Inspection Date

02/12/2011

References

Department of Environment and Resource Management Reported Places.
Kirkman, N, Mount Isa : Oasis of the outback, Townsville, Qld. : School of History and
Politics, James Cook University, 1998. Drynan, M. The History of
Mount Isa, 1982. http://www.mtisacenss.eq.edu.au/history.htm,
accessed 3/11/11.

Historical Theme(s)
Educating Queenslanders
primary schooling

Mount Isa City Council

Local Heritage Register

Mount Isa Mine Early Infrastructure - ID:16
AHC Category

Archaeological

Historic

Indigenous

Landscape

Heritage Significance

A
Other Names

Lawlor Shaft and Winding Plant, Rifle Creek Experimental Dam, Mount Isa Mine Power Station,

Address/Location

On Mount Isa Mine Lease

Title Details /(GPS)

7SP128450

Place Category

Mining and Mineral Processing

Historical Context

Refer to QHR Place ID Number 601182

Physical Description

Refer to QHR Place ID Number 601182

Integrity

N/A

Listings

Mount Isa
Easting N/A

Northing

QLD Heritage Register

A

C

D

E

F

G

H

Description
The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the region’s
history.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 601182

B
Condition

Register of the
National Estate

N/A

Criteria

B

QLD National Trust

The place demonstrates rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of the region’s
cultural heritage.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 601182

N/A
Other

C

The place has potential to yield information that will contribute to an
understanding of the region’s history.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 601182
Inspection Date
References

/

/

Department of Environment and Resource Management Cultural Heritage Inventory
Management System.
Department of Environment and Resource Management Reported Places.
National Trust of Queensland.
Grimwade, Gordon & Ginn, Geoff & Morton, Geoff, & Atkin, Tony, Mount Isa Mines Pty Ltd:
Cultural Heritage Study: Overview report, Gordon Grimwade & Associates, 1999.

G

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or
cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons important to the region.

Photo Courtesy of DERM

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 601182

Historical Theme(s)
Exploiting, utilising and transforming the land
exploiting natural resources

Photo Courtesy of DERM

Mount Isa City Council

Local Heritage Register

Mount Isa Sunset Memorial Cemetery - ID:17
AHC Category

Archaeological

Historic

Indigenous

Landscape

A

Other Names

N/A

Address/Location

Sunset Drive

Title Details /(GPS)

95SP134707

Place Category

Burial Ground

Historical Context

The Mount Isa Sunset Memorial Cemetery is the second cemetery for Mount Isa and burials
started from the early 1930s. The cemetery includes a lawn section, monumental section and
a columbarium wall for cremated remains and commemorative plaques. From the beginning
of the town in the 1920s people from all over the world were attracted to the region by the
mine, creating a multicultural community in Mount Isa. The cemetery bears witness to this
fact with many ethnic groups being represented. The memorial entrance gates were
officially unveiled by the Chairman of the Mount Isa Shire Council, CR. G.E.Mc Coy on 25TH
APRIL 1966.

Physical Description

Integrity

Criteria

Mount Isa
Easting

N/A

Northing

N/A

The cemetery is located in the suburb of Sunset at the end of Sunset Drive and is surrounded
by a perimeter fence. Access is through an entrance from the carpark via a double gate
featuring two large square masonry columns with stepped top. Between the columns spans an
arched panel displaying the lettering SUNSET LAWN CEMETERY. There is a plaque on the right
column with the inscription MEMORIAL ENTRANCE, DEDICATED BY MOUNT ISA SUB BRANCH
RETURNED SERVICES LEAGUE IN MEMORY OF FALLEN COMRADES “LEST WE FORGET”. On either
side of the entrance are raised garden beds. A pathway in the lawn section leads through an
avenue of mature trees past a columbarium and into the conventional section in the northern
part of the cemetery. Monumental graves generally include headstones, concrete surrounds
and railings.
Good

Listings

Register of the
National Estate

Heritage Significance

Condition
QLD Heritage Register

QLD National Trust

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

Description
The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the region’s
history.

Statement Mount Isa Sunset Memorial Cemetery is important in demonstrating the

pattern of the region's history, particularly the multicultural aspect of
settlement in the town as a result of the mine.

C

The place has potential to yield information that will contribute to an
understanding of the region’s history.

Statement Mount Isa Sunset Memorial Cemetery has the potential to yield

information that will contribute to an understanding of the region's
history.

G

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or
cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons important to the region.

Statement Mount Isa Sunset Memorial Cemetery has a strong association with the

Mount Isa community, including dedication to fallen soldiers.

Good
Other

Inspection Date

01/12/2011

References

http://interment.net/data/aus/qld/mtisa/mtisa/index.htm, accessed 24/01/12.

Historical Theme(s)
Peopling Places
family and marking the phases of life
migration from outside and within

Mount Isa City Council

Local Heritage Register

Mount Isa Telephone Exchange - ID:18
AHC Category

Archaeological

Historic

Indigenous

Landscape

A

Other Names

N/A

Address/Location

Isa Street

Title Details /(GPS)

35RP719363, 45RP727010

Place Category

Communications

Historical Context

Between 1962 and 1964 Mount Isa’s population grew from 14,000 to 15,000, making the town
the fastest growing in Queensland. New stores, small manufacturing and service businesses
and factories were opening up and building approvals reached a record high. In April 1964 the
Department of Works called for tenders to build a new automatic telephone exchange and
trunk line building in Isa Street to cater for the ever increasing number of telephone
subscribers. K.D.Morris and Sons Pty Ltd were awarded the contract and work started in July
1964. The building was designed to consist of two storeys, one on ground level and a second
on a lower level taking advantage of the sloped site, constructed of concrete blocks with
air-conditioning and a landscaped garden along the street front. The building was handed
over on the 6 April 1965 at a cost of $141,655. In May 1966 the installation of the equipment
for the new exchange started under the supervision of E.G.P. Watson, with up to thirty
technicians involved in the project. When the new exchange was switched over on Sunday 26
November 1967, it provided 2,000 lines and the total cost had amounted to $600,000. The
manual telephone trunk exchange was brought into service in early 1968. The official opening
ceremony was held 13 December 1967, performed by Robert Cummin Katter, Federal Member
for Kennedy.

Criteria

Mount Isa
Easting

N/A

Northing

N/A

Physical Description

The Mount Isa Telephone Exchange is located on the corner of Isa and Camooweal Streets in
the centre of the city on a sloped site. The rectangular concrete block building has a low
pitched 'flat' roof. Access is via an entrance from Isa Street which consists of a tall glass and
timber door. This side of the building has a portico featuring eight rectangular pillars. The
side facing Camooweal Street has several windows on the upper level and doors and loading
bays on the lower level. Adjacent to the building in a fenced-off area is a large transmission
tower and a carpark.

Integrity

Good

Listings

Register of the
National Estate

Heritage Significance

Condition
QLD Heritage Register

QLD National Trust

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

Description
The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the region’s
history.

Statement The Mount Isa Telephone Exchange is important in demonstrating the

evolution of the region through the provision of telecommunication to
cater for a rapidly growing town in the remote Queensland Outback.

D

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a
particular class of cultural places important to the region.

Statement The Mount Isa Telephone Exchange is important in demonstrating

continuous use of the site as a telephone exchange for more than 45
years.

Good
Other

Inspection Date

01/12/2011

References

Rea, M.M., An Australian Post Office History - Mt Isa, unpublished manuscript, 4.12.1967.
Kirkman, N, Mount Isa : Oasis of the outback, Townsville, Qld. : School of History and
Politics, James Cook University, 1998.

Historical Theme(s)
Moving goods, people and information
telecommunications

Mount Isa City Council

Local Heritage Register

St. James’ Anglican Church - ID:19
AHC Category

Archaeological

Historic

Indigenous

Landscape

Heritage Significance

A

Other Names

N/A

Address/Location

Railway Ave

Title Details /(GPS)

1SP225558

Place Category

Religion/Worship

Historical Context

The first St James’ Anglican Church was located in Miles Street opposite the Central State
School and consisted of a building relocated from Selwyn in 1930. Previously church services
in Mount Isa had been provided by the Brotherhood of St. Barnabas, the Bush Brothers, from
Cloncurry. In 1945 the church building was moved to a more central position, a newly
acquired site in Railway Avenue, formerly known as Station Street. In 1950s plans for a new
church building were prepared requiring the relocation of the former Selwyn church to
Soldiers Hill where it remained as St Oswald’s for several years before being sold.
The foundation stone for the new St. James Church was laid by Bishop Shevill in May 1957
who also dedicated the building on its completion 8 December 1957. Special features of the
church are a bell tower shaped like a mine headframe and stones from the surrounding hills
used in some of the walls. The collection of stained glass windows was initiated by Fr. John
Emerson in the late 1980s.

Criteria

Mount Isa
Easting

N/A

Northing

N/A

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

Description
The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the region’s
history.

Statement St. James' Anglican Church provides important physical evidence of the

contribution of the Anglican Church to the development of the region.

E

The place is important to the region because of its aesthetic significance

Statement St. James' Anglican Church is significant because of its aesthetic value.

The church features an unusual bell tower in the form of a headframe as
well as ornamental decorative elements, reflecting the locality.

G

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or
cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons important to the region.

Statement St. James Anglican Church has a strong association with the community
Physical Description

St James’ Anglican Church is located on the corner of Isa Street and Railway Avenue on a
fenced block. On the site are two structures, the church facing Railway Avenue and an
ancillary building facing Isa Street.

and especially the members of the Mount Isa Anglican parish.

Church:
The church consists of a rectangular building with low pitched corrugated iron roof and a
small annex on both, the eastern and western, sides. The annex facing Railway Avenue is
slightly lower than the main building and displays a feature wall consisting of vertically
mounted stone slabs. On the right side is a relief in the shape of a cross consisting of smaller
horizontally arranged stone slabs. On the lower left side is the rectangular foundation stone.
The southern wall of the annex features a large stained glass window. Access into the annex
is via a large timber framed glass door on the northern side. This area is covered by an awning
resulting from the extension of the roof which is resting on a wall featuring small horizontally
placed stone slabs. The southern side of the building shows a number of stained glass windows
and louvers on a low base featuring vertically mounted stone slabs. To the right there is a
panel spanning the whole height displaying the same feature. The northern wall of the
building is covered by an awning supported by posts. Above is a row of clerestory windows.
There are four French doors leading into the building on this side as well as one solid door
leading into the rear annex. Next to the entrance is the free-standing bell tower. The
structure resembles a mining headframe and consists of three rectangular posts, one in the
shape of a cross, and one stone pillar featuring stone slates. There is a platform in the upper
part and the structure is covered by a small roof. The bell is fixed to a metal rod.
Ancillary building:
This building consists of a rectangular structure with low pitched corrugated iron roof. Access
is via a large glass door facing a covered landing. Next to the door are a number of tall
windows. Above the door and windows is a row of clerestory windows. The front facing Isa
Street shows two vents in the gable as well as the inscription SAINT JAMES. On the opposite
side is a tall chimney. On the western side of the building are several trees.
Integrity

Good

Listings

Register of the
National Estate

Condition
QLD Heritage Register

QLD National Trust

Good
Other

Inspection Date

01/12/2011

References

Blainey, G., Mines in the spinifex : the story of Mount Isa Mines, Sydney : Angus and
Robertson,1987.
www.anglicanmountisa.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/mt-isa-parish-short-history-web-page.p
df

Historical Theme(s)
Creating social and cultural institutions
worshipping and religious institutions

Mount Isa City Council

Local Heritage Register

St. Joseph's Church and School (former) - ID:20
AHC Category

Archaeological

Historic

Indigenous

Landscape

A

Other Names

Roman Catholic Church & St. Joseph's School (former)

Address/Location

2 - 10 Church Street

Title Details /(GPS)

1MPH7978

Place Category

Religion/Worship

Historical Context

The first Catholic Church building in Mount Isa was a relocated wooden building constructed in
1916 in Duchess. The building was re-established in Camooweal Street on Townside as the
Good Shepherd Church for the newly created Catholic Parish of Mount Isa. The Church and the
added Presbytery, which was built as a Housing Commission home, were blessed and opened
on 13 July 1930 by Bishop McGuire. Many of the parishioners walked long distances to attend
Mass and it was decided to sublease a piece of land from Mount Isa Mines on Mineside to have
a more centrally located site for a convent for the Sisters of Saint Joseph as well as for a
school. The former Marshall’s Hall, a picture theatre, was moved from Kuridala and became
Saint Joseph’s Church/School and an office and residence building from Selwyn was
transformed into the convent. The Sisters of St. Joseph started teaching from 1932. Besides
being used as church and school the building also served as a recreational and dance hall for
the community. During World War II the buildings came under the command of the Australian
Army and were used as storage. During this time all services were provided from the Church
at Camooweal Street. Mount Isa’s growing population created the need for a larger school and
in 1950 the foundation stone of a cruciform classroom block at St. Joseph’s was laid. For the
following five years the former combined school/church building was exclusively used as a
church before its demolition to make room for the new church building, constructed in
Spanish Colonial style for $80,000, which was opened on 19 May 1957. At the same time a
school hall, a stone wall along Death Adder Gully and a playground were built. In 1960 the
Sisters of St. Joseph received a new convent on the former tennis court with the old Convent
becoming St. Joseph’s Presbytery which was later replaced by a cottage from King’s Cross on
Mineside.
In 1985 the former San Jose College in Happy Valley became the new premises for the
St.Joseph’s Primary School. Today the former St. Joseph’s School is used as St. Joseph’s
Training Centre by Xstrata.
The former church building has been occupied by Mount Isa Mines as an interpretation and
visitors centre housing a mine and mineral display for a number of years. In 2011 the building
underwent refurbishment by Xstrata.

Physical Description

Criteria

Mount Isa
Easting

N/A

Heritage Significance

Northing

N/A

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

Description
The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the region’s
history.

Statement The former St. Joseph's Church and School are providing important

physical evidence of the contribution of the Catholic Church to the
development of Mount Isa. The place also represents the pursuits of the
Sisters of Saint Joseph in religious and educational service to the
community previously.

E

The place is important to the region because of its aesthetic significance

Statement The former St. Joseph's Church and School are significant because of

their aesthetic value. The former church is featuring Spanish Colonial
style elements, while the former school is designed in cruciform shape
and features ornamental decorative elements.

G

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or
cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons important to the region.

Statement The former St. Joseph's church and school have a strong association with

the community and especially the members of the Mount Isa Catholic
parish.

The former church is located in Church Street east of the former school. The rectangular
rendered concrete building is designed in Spanish Colonial style featuring a tiled roof. Each
side displays an arcade which is accessed via a few steps. The front façade is designed
symmetrically with a rectangular stepped relief element in the centre on the upper part
above the main entrance door. To the left and right are two tall narrow arched windows. This
feature is repeated on two openings on the front side of the side arcades. The lower part
shows an arcade as well which spans the whole front of the building featuring five arches with
access via a few steps and a ramp on the right. There are three entrance doors in the front of
the building, a larger double-door in the middle and a single door either side.
In the front of the church are two mature trees.
School:
The former school is located on a fenced block on the corner of Church Street and Railway
Avenue. The cruciform building consists of a timber structure on low stumps with a
corrugated iron roof. In the centre of the complex is a square element with pyramid roof that
rises above the rest of the building. A band of small windows runs around this structure. A
veranda wraps around most of the building. The front façade facing Railway Avenue consists
of rendered concrete and displays a stepped parapet that follows the form of the gable in the
middle part. It is decorated with a relief showing an arched pediment with sunrise motif
which is resting on stylised columns standing on a base protruding from the wall. On either
side of this feature are two casement windows covered by an awning of corrugated iron. The
building features several French doors leading onto the veranda which is accessed by a
number of stairs in different parts. In the north and east of the building are a number of
mature trees.

Integrity

Fair

Listings

Register of the
National Estate

Condition
QLD Heritage Register

Good

QLD National Trust

Inspection Date

28/11/2011

References

Department of Environment and Resource Management Reported Places.
http://www.goodshepherdisa.com.au/parish_history.htm.

Mount Isa City Council

Other

Local Heritage Register

St. Joseph's Church and School (former) - ID:20
Blainey, G., Mines in the spinifex : the story of Mount Isa Mines, Sydney : Angus and
Robertson, 1987.
Historical Theme(s)

Creating social and cultural institutions
worshipping and religious institutions
Educating Queenslanders
primary schooling

Mount Isa City Council

Local Heritage Register

Tent House - ID:21
AHC Category

Archaeological

Historic

N/A

Address/Location

Camooweal Street

Title Details /(GPS)

7M7587

Place Category

Residential

Historical Context

Refer to QHR Place ID Number 600742

Physical Description

Refer to QHR Place ID Number 600742

Integrity

N/A
Register of the
National Estate

Landscape

Heritage Significance

A

Other Names

Listings

Indigenous

Criteria

Mount Isa
Easting N/A

Northing

A

C

D

E

F

G

H

Description
The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the region’s
history.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 600742

B
Condition

QLD Heritage Register

N/A

B

QLD National Trust

N/A

The place demonstrates rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of the region’s
cultural heritage.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 600742
Other

D

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a
particular class of cultural places important to the region.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 600742
Inspection Date

11/10/2011

References

Department of Environment and Resource Management Cultural Heritage Inventory
Management System. National
Trust Queensland. Register of
the National Estate

Historical Theme(s)
Building settlements, towns, cities and dwellings

F

The place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical
achievement at a particular period for the region.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 600742

G

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or
cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons important to the region.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 600742

dwellings
Exploiting, utilising and transforming the land
exploiting natural resources

Mount Isa City Council

Local Heritage Register

The Old Cemetery - ID:22
AHC Category

Archaeological

Historic

Indigenous

Landscape

A

Other Names

Pioneer Cemetery

Address/Location

Off Activity Road

Title Details /(GPS)

48RD148

Place Category

Burial Ground

Historical Context

The Old Cemetery is the first cemetery for Mount Isa and was in use from 1926 to late 1929.
There are seven early European settlers buried here, whose identity is confirmed. The stories
of the people buried in the cemetery reflect the harsh living conditions in the early days of
Mount Isa, with one death caused by a working accident at the mine, one due to a lack of
medical attention and a third death being alcohol related. The setting in rugged bushland and
the absence of headstones and grave ornaments evoke a sense of isolation and the harsh and
simple life of the early European settlers.

Physical Description

Integrity

Criteria

Mount Isa
Easting

N/A

Northing

N/A

The Old Cemetery is located in bushland on the north fringe of Mount Isa bordering onto an
industrial estate. Access to the site is approximately 0.5 km dirt track from Activity Road.
The site is square shaped and fully fenced, with a stone wall and gate displaying the words
OLD CEMETERY at the entrance. Adjacent is a watertank mounted on truck tyres. The site is
covered in native grass and there are some native trees and shrubs.
There are seven grave sites of varying sizes, laid-out with piles of local rocks. There are no
grave ornaments or headstones. A metal plaque mounted on a rock near the entrance shows
the inscription:
ERECTED IN MEMORY OF THE PIONEERS BURIED IN MOUNT ISA'S ORIGINAL CEMETERY 1926 1929. HENRY TREANOR, DIED 7 NOVEMBER 1926, AGED 80 YEARS, JAMES CLANCY, DIED 15
JULY 1929, AGED 52 YEARS, FREDERICK GEORGE NEWTON, DIED 31 JULY 1929, AGED 20 YEARS,
ALFRED JOHN MATHER, DIED 13 AUGUST 1929, AGED 3 MONTHS, JOSEPH EDWARD BIRD, DIED
29 AUGUST 1929, AGED 16 YEARS, WILLIAM THOMAS PAGE, DIED 20 SEPTEMBER 1929, AGED 53
YEARS, JOHN JAMES NOONAN, DIED 11 OCTOBER 1929, AGED 46 YEARS, A JOINT PROJECT OF
MOUNT ISA CITY COUNCIL AND OF MOUNT ISA AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 1989.
Fair

Listings

Register of the
National Estate

Heritage Significance

Condition
QLD Heritage Register

QLD National Trust

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

Description
The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the region’s
history.

Statement The Old Cemetery is important in demonstrating the pattern of the

region's history, particularly the early European settlement of the Mount
Isa area.

C

The place has potential to yield information that will contribute to an
understanding of the region’s history.

Statement The Old Cemetery has the potential to yield information that will

contribute to an understanding of the region's history.

E

The place is important to the region because of its aesthetic significance

Statement The Old Cemetery has evocative qualities of the harsh and simple life of

early European settlers through its setting in bushland on the fringe of
Mount Isa. This is enhanced through the absence of grave ornaments and
headstones.

Fair
Other

Inspection Date

29/11/2011

References

Oppermann, Ulrike, The Old Cemetery Mount Isa, Queensland, unpublished conservation
strategy for Deakin University, Melbourne, 2002.
http://interment.net/data/aus/qld/mtisa/pioneer/pioneer.htm, accessed 24/01/12.

Historical Theme(s)
Exploiting, utilising and transforming the land
exploiting natural resources
Peopling Places
family and marking the phases of lif

Mount Isa City Council

Local Heritage Register

Tree of Knowledge - ID:23
AHC Category

Archaeological

Historic

N/A

Address/Location

Barkly Highway

Title Details /(GPS)

21SP135293

Place Category

Parks / Gardens / Trees

Historical Context

Refer to QHR Place ID Number 600738

Physical Description

Refer to QHR Place ID Number 600738

Integrity

N/A

References

/

Heritage Significance

Criteria

Camooweal
Easting

N/A

Northing

N/A

A

G

QLD Heritage Register

QLD National Trust

N/A

C

D

E

F

G

H

Description
The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the region’s
history.

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or
cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons important to the region.

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 600738
Other

/

Department of Environment and Resource Management Cultural Heritage Inventory
Management System.
National Trust
Queensland.

Historical Theme(s)
Moving goods, people and information
Utilising human movement

Photo Courtesy of DERM

B

Statement Refer to QHR Place ID Number 600738

Condition

Register of the
National Estate

Inspection Date

Landscape

A

Other Names

Listings

Indigenous

Photo Courtesy of DERM (Place where Tree was meant to be)

